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New Year New Light
BY RABBI MARK BILLER
Writing on the cusp of a New

Year, we all want a realistic

look at what has been, and to _— e ' >

also find the light within what %% - I e Message From Rabbi Biller
has occurred. ~ - l w e PAGE 01

This past few months has S = : .

been a dark spot indeed in - : President’s Message
Jewish history and in all of S PAGE 03

our lives. ; = B ,

Upcoming Events & Meals

In so many ways it has touched our deepest fears - that evil and catastrophe

are out there lurking, that unspoken antisemitism broods and percolates PAGE 05

where it can't be seen, and that allies we think we can depend upon won't

come through when needed. Those are the fears upon which so many of us Birthdays,

were raised, and that we hoped were now outdated And yet each of them Anniversaries & Yahrzeits
manifested in some way. PAGE 08

When | was growing up the rabbis in school taught that the ancient rabbis
compared our people to eggs and to olives - to eggs because boiling eggs
makes them harder and more firm; and to olives because the hardest pressing

SHABBAT SERVICES
Saturdays - 9:45 AM

creates the best oil.
It comforted me growing up and it comforts me now.

Oddly and amazingly, morale in Israel right now is incredibly high, based on

Friday Evening + Dinner
JAN 12 & FEB 16
6:00 PM

many conversations | have had with people in the army, and with civilians in
the streets.

The volunteerism amongst the Israeli population is beyond astounding. As we
all know, with so many ‘called up’ to serve, there are jobs in stores and
factories to fill, and crops ripening on vines and trees waiting to be

WEBSITE

harvested.

www.LRsynagogue.org

(continued on next page)
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MARK BILLER
CAA Rabbi

"Look at world events with
a curiosity.
Not so they are not significant,
but so that you are not consumed

and subsumed by them"

RABBI’S OFFICE HOURS

(no appointment necessary)

Wednesday 11am-1:00pm
Thursday 12pm-2:00pm
Friday 10am-12:00pm

Rabbi is available for appointments at
other mutually convenient times.

mbiller@Irsynagogue.org
Phone 501-225-1683

(continued from page 1)

One out of every two Israelis - fully 50% of the civilian population - Is engaged in
volunteerism in some way. Younger children pack sandwiches for those at the front.
Friends | know cook chicken and cholent to be delivered to soldiers each weekend.
Teens are volunteering to pick fruit in the fields. It is an incredibly robust democracy
at work. In a modern era, this is an incredible show of unity and connectedness
amongst a civilian population. | am hard pressed to think of any country anywhere
where this might be happening at such a level.

In the words of Samuel I, Chapter 7, “Mi K'Amcha Yisrael? - Who Is like your people
Israel?” The quote is from the sixth century BCE, the exhibition of behavior and its
reality is from exactly now.

| write this so we can all feel the pride and ‘nachas’ of being part of our unique

people - who over and over have revived and shown strength.

But | also write this so we can examine what we see and take lessons and

perspectives into our lives.

All of us have hard times - at times! As is said, none of us gets through this journey
without some difficulty.... it's how we grow, learn and strengthen.

When things are hard it's imperative that we seek out the growth and that we see the
light - and there is always light.

In this case, from emergency and crisis and grief has come unity and helping and
determination. Our charge is to have the grit and wisdom and determination to see
the strength in Israelis and in Jews all over the world, and then have the
determination and integrity to bring these strengths into our daily vision and

everyday actions.

Blessings,

Rabbi Mark Biller
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President’s Message
BY CHUCK PROUSNITZER

Sitting down and writing the president’'s message causes me to think
back since the last message, and to think forward to what the

future holds. | don’t need to tell you how INTERESTING the past
couple of months have been. Before | talk about the fun things that
have happened at Shul, | want to take a moment to talk about the
steps that your board has taken to address the security concerns that

we all have.

1.Cameras to monitor the property inside and outside.

2.Mag locks (with members watching) to limit who can come in the
building.

3.Paid police security during all services and events.

4.Security film on the doors, and soon on all of the windows.

5.Replacing the front doors, to ensure that they work properly.

6.Panic buttons spread throughout the building in case of an

emergency.

In addition, we are in the process of having an assessment of our
security needs by a professional with the Secure Community
Network, which is a part of the Jewish Federation.

As he explained during his presentation, “All the security in the world
doesn’t do any good if you leave the back door open.” Rest assured,

we are doing everything possible to ensure everyone’s security.

Now to the fun stuff. We had a great turn out for the Chanukah party.
| was not able to be there, but the pictures show lots of fun.
Speaking of pictures, let me send out an Atta boy to Michael Roberts
for the job he is doing with the Shul’s Facebook page. The Rabbi’s
Sunday morning “Soul Construction” class continues to get a great
turn out. Who knew there were that many people who wanted to
learn

on a Sunday morning? Every week, he presents a new way of looking
at Torah. In conclusion, | look forward to seeing you on Saturday
mornings. It is another opportunity to learn and appreciate our
Jewish heritage.

EXECUTIVE COMMITEE

President: Chuck Prousnitzer
Vice President: David Lowitz
Treasurer: Susan Lowitz
Recording Secretary:

Susan Weinstein

Financial Secretary:

Kennon Goldsholl

Past President: Toni Roosth
Sisterhood Co-Presidents:
Ellen Biller & Bobbye Levy
Men’s Club President:

Marc Sherman

GENERAL BOARD MEMBERS

e Rivka Ehrenberg
(one year remaining)
Dan Girone
(two-year term)
Kennon Goldsholl
(one year remaining)
Larry Miller
(two-year term)
Michael Roberts
(two-year term)
Valerie Steinberg
(one year remaining)

EX OFFICIO
e Rabbi Mark Biller
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Jim Pfeifer
& Robynn Zinser

Anna Marks

Marilyn & Earl
Sorrells

Sean Jacobs-Gibson

Ariel & Silvana
Berlinski

Treasurers’s Message

BY SUSAN LOWITZ

As we move into a new calendar year it is once again time
to ask our members for their continued support. 2024
invoices for all members will be emailed during the first
weeks of January.

It has been a number of years since we have asked
existing members to evaluate their membership level and
dues. If possible, we hope you will consider increasing
your annual dues and/or contributions to the CAA
Sustaining Fund.

As of January 2024, our due structure will be:
« Family - $1800 (2 adults and children under 25)
« Single - $900 (per adult)
« Associate” - $600
« Friend of Agudath Achim - $450 suggested

*Associate membership is for AR residents who wish to
attend events or services but are members of an another
congregation. Friends of Agudath Achim is for those who
live outside of Arkansas and wish to show support.

Members may elect to pay their dues annually, bi-
annually, or quarterly. Members opting to pay monthly
and set up automatic payments should use our online
form at https://Irsynagogue.org/support.

Your dues and donations make it possible for CAA to
continue to grow, maintain our building, increase security

and provide programming.

We thank you for your generosity!
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UPCOMING SIMCHAS!

BAT MITZVAH of THALIA RUTH STUBER

Please join us for the Bat Mitzvah of our daughter
Thalia Ruth Stuber

March 8th, 2023: Evening Services, 5:45 PM (w/dessert oneg)

March 9th, 2023: Morning Services, 9:45 AM (w/lunch)

We hope to see you therel

Marianne Tettlebaum & Dorian Stuber.

GUEST SPEAKER

RUSSELL ROBINSON,
CEO Jewish National Fund

Build Together: JNF's Resilience
Plan for the Gaza Envelope

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 29th
Program 7-8pm,
Desert Reception 8-8:30pm

TIKKUN OLAM INITIATIVE

As part of of the Agudath Achim Tikkun Olam Initiative,
members meet at the Arkansa Food Bank on the 3rd

Tuesday of each month form 6-8pm to volunteer.
ARBANSAS If you would like to join us...
FOOD email the office at
BANK office@Irsynagogue.org

Night at AR Food Bank

6:00 PM - 8:00 PM

Services
& Tu’bshvat Seder

9:45 AM

Seudah Shlishit
& Havdalah Program

5:45 PM

Soul Construction

Jan 7, 14 & 21
Feb 11, 18 & 25
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SISTERHOOD

———

SISTERHOOD MEETING
JANUARY 21, 2024

NELLEL 12:30 PM
CONNECT WITH FRIENDS FOR UPDATES, EVENTS AND PROGRAMS

BRING YOUR CALENDARS
SEE YOU THERE!

after 6PM Services

$18 Adults
$5 Children

tickets ?

Please consider sponsoring a kiddush in honor or memory of a friend or loved one, to
celebrate a simcha, an anniversary, or a milestone, or for virtually any reason at all.

. We would like to continue to provide a kiddush lunch each week,
Tu bShvat Seder but we need YOUR help!
A standard kiddush for $75.00 includes challah, bagels, cream cheese,
egg salad, green salad, fruits and desserts.
An enhanced kiddush for $125.00 could also include lox, kugels,
and/or other items of your choice.
Please support Sisterhood and the Kiddush Fund!
Call the office 501-225-1683 to reserve your kiddush date

after 9:45AM Service

L

0 o/, F e P RN
: § ~ A
- g ; \ Y —
Ijoin us for...

- Sundays beginning

January 14th!
501-225-1683

office@LRsynagogue.org

Irsynagogue.org/tickets

Save the Date: Purim Packing is March 17th!
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MAHZOR DEDICATION ORDERS

Support the Synagogue by dedicating

Mahzors in Memory or Honor of a

loved one. NI
Bow 2o
MAHZOR

The book represents the best of the o :

Conservative movement—the classical ; We mourn the loss of
and the contemporary, the historical
and the spiritual.

Standard Dedications ($54 per book) Father of:

will read: “Donated in honor/memory ' Mare (Terri Cohen)
of [insert name] by [insert name(s)]” Karen Sherman
Keith (Melanie) Sherman
Custom Dedications ($72 per book)

Include your choice of wording up to 200 characters.

Grandfather of:
Matt, Becky, Lori, Stephen,

Submit your order online: Noah & Elliott

https://Irsynagogue.org/prayer-book-dedication-orders

Email Sue Weinstein, weinstein.sue@gmail.com, with any D DNN ON2' DI7AN

questions. "X 1'7AN INY 1ina
D'7wIN

May the Omnipresent

TREE OF LIFE DEDICATIONS comfort you among all the

mourners of Zion &
Leaves may be inscribed to highlight ) Jerusalem

or commemorate such joyous events

as births, weddings, anniversaries,

graduations or to honor/remember

family & friends.

. . Sunday, January 7th
For more information, call Marc _ 2PM

Sherman at 501-831-4462 . .
Temple B'nai Israel
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JAN 7 - SHIRA LOUSTAUNAU
JAN 9 - MARK MACKEY
JAN 16 - POLLY GREENBAUM
JAN 24 . DORIS KRAIN
JAN 25 . SADE STORTHZ
JAN 26 - JOEL SIMON
JAN 28 - NANCY PEARLSTEIN
JAN 31 - ABRAM GREENBAUM

FEB 1 - SANDI GORDON
FEB 2 - RUTH FRENKEL
FEB 4 - BONNIE NICKOL
FEB 5 .- CHARLES ALMAN
FEB 6 - JULIE KAPLAN
FEB 6 - JENNIFER KAUFMAN
FEB 9 - MARTHA ALMAN
FEB 16 - PERRY COHEN
FEB 17 - CHARLIE COHEN
FEB 18 - DAVID MILLER
FEB 18 - EVA ZENO
FEB 20 - JACOB BROWN
FEB 21 - ELLYN POLSKY
FEB 23 - JILL BAUMAN
FEB 24 - DAN GIRONE
FEB 25 - JEREMY T. EVANS
FEB 28 - MARC SHERMAN

ANNIVERSARIES

f——\

JAN 16 - SUZANNE KLIMBERG
& SAM STORTHZ, LLL

JAN 17 - AVI & ELSA HELTON

JAN 24 - LUCIO
& CECILIA RYAN FEBRUARY

FEB 24 - RICHARD & DEBI STEPPACH

FEB 25 - CLIVE & JANET ZENTY
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YAHRZEITS

May G d comfort you among the
mourners of Zion & Jerusalem.

TEVET

JAN 1 - MIRIAM GOODMAN (TEVAT 20)
JAN 1 - JANE MENDEL (TEVAT 20)
JAN 4 . SOL ALMAN (TEVAT 23)
JAN 4 - NATHAN STEINBERG (TEVAT 23)
JAN 5 . LARRY DUMONT (TEVAT 24)
JAN 6 - SAM STORTHZ (TEVAT 25)

SHEVAT

JAN 11 - ROY DUMONT (SHEVAT 1)
JAN 11 - MITZI REHBEIN (SHEVAT 1)
JAN 15 - ALBERT WEISBLY (SHEVAT 5)
JAN 15 - JEANETTE RUBIN (SHEVAT 5)
JAN 17 - BLANCHE SCHLOSBERG
ALMAN (SHEVAT 7)

JAN 17 - ANITA PATRICIA
SCHERER (SHEVAT 7)

JAN 19 - ROBBIE GOLDIN (SHEVAT 9)
JAN 23 - JENNY HALTZMAN (SHEVAT 13)
JAN 30 - ERIC NUSSBAUM (SHEVAT 20)
FEB 1 - JEAN MARGOLIS (SHEVAT 23)
FEB 2 - ROSE BESSER (SHEVAT 23)
FEB 2 - MILLIE HEFLER (SHEVAT 23)
FEB 3 . ADELE SANDERS (SHEVAT 24)
FEB 5 - SARAH LULKY (SHEVAT 25)
FEB 6 - EDMUND FRENKEL (SHEVAT 27)
FEB 7 - SELMA KOENIG (SHEVAT 28)
FEB 8 - HYMAN KOENIG (SHEVAT 29)
FEB 9 - MEYER LULKY (SHEVAT 30)

ADAR

FEB 10 - FALEK LULKY (ADAR 1)
FEB 11 - JOSEPH A. GORDON (ADAR 2)
FEB 12 - REBECCA SANDERS (ADAR 3)

FEB 12 - ABRAHAM ZENO (ADAR 3)
FEB 13 - GUSSIE ALMAN (ADAR 4)
FEB 14 - BETTY SHULMAN (ADAR 5)
FEB 19 - DOTTIE STORTHZ (ADAR 10)
FEB 21 - AGNES M. GOLDEN
HUNTER (ADAR 12)

FEB 22 - DAVID WEINSTEIN (ADAR 13)
FEB 24 - JENNIE LOKET (ADAR 15)
FEB 26 - NATHAN STEPPACH (ADAR 17)
FEB 26 - DR. GILBERT RUBIN (ADAR 17)
FEB 29 - CAROL LAZEROWITZ (ADAR 20)
FEB 29 . JOSEPH MILLER (ADAR 20)
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General Fund

Bill, Hillary & Chelsea Clinton
Foundatlon

Jonathan Tabak

Rose Schwartz
In memory of Jerry Sherman

Larry & Anne Miller
In memory of Jerry Sherman

Mark Gross
In memory of Eleanor Gross

Janet Aronson
In memory of Jerry Sherman

Eva Zeno
In memory of Jerry Sherman

Gary & Carole Weisbly
In memory of Jerry Sherman

Jim & Sherri Steiger
In memory of Jerry Sherman

Cecile, Paula & Lynn Schweig
& Jan Coppersmith
In memory of Jerry Sherman

Rabbi Gene & Bobbye Levy
In memory of Jerry Sherman
In honor of Chuck Prousnitzer

Victor & Esther Biton
In honor of Ricki Lockwood
& Robert Oliva

Deborah Cooper
In honor of Ricki Lockwood
& Robert Oliva

Esther Gordon
In honor of Ricki Lockwood
& Robert Oliva

Lawrence & Debbi Brady
In honor of Ricki Lockwood
& Robert Oliva

Marilyn Sorrells
In honor of Ricki Lockwood
& Robert Oliva

Michael & Arlene Margolis
In honor of Ricki Lockwood
& Robert Oliva

Susan Weinstein

In honor of Ricki Lockwood

& Robert Oliva

In honor of Jay & Joy Lazerowitz

Larry & Anne Miller
In honor of Jay & Joy Lazerowitz

Museum Fund

Howard & Victoria Nelson

Endowment Fund

Eddie & Rose Back
In memory of Edward S. Back

Kol Nidre

Gary & Carole Weisbly
Joe & Valerie Steinberg
David & Polly Greenbaum

Mahzors

Larry & Anne Miller

In honor of Ricki Lockwood

& Robert Oliva

In honor of Jay & Joy Lazerowitz

Cemetery Fund

Marilyn Sorrells
In memory of Mollie Gordon

Karen Sherman
In memory of Jerry Sherman

Mark Gross
In memory of Eleanor Gross

James Aronson
In Memory of Jerry Sherman

THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS

Sisterhood & Kiddush Fund

Derek Mumford

Rabbi Mark & Ellen Biller
In memory of Alex Biller

Rabbi Gene & Bobbye Levy
In memory of Bernard Waltzer

Rose Schwartz

In memory of Zubkoff family,
Schwartz family and Judy Greenbaum
In honor of Marilyn Sorrells

Derek Mumford,

In honor of his birthday

Ellen Polsky

In honor of Ricki Lockwood
& Robert Oliva

Security

Jewish Federation of Arkansas
Gerald E. Hannahs, Jr.

Jim Pfeifer & Robynn Zinser

Ellen Lowitz
In memory of Wilfred Finkelstein

Rabbi Gene & Bobbye Levy

In honor of Scot & Kennon Goldsholl
Ricki Lockwood & Robert Oliva

Joy & Jay Lazerowitz

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

Leslie Goodman-Allan
In honor of Ricki Lockwood
& Robert Oliva

Jerry & Trudy Jacobson
In honor of Rabbi Mark Biller

Plaque

Anna Marks
In memory of Joshua Epstein
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ANNOUCEMENTS

REPORT AN ANTISEMITIC OR BIAS INCIDENT

We all have a responsibility to report and respond to antisemitism or hate when we see it.

TO REPORT AN ANTISEMITIC OR HATE INCIDENT, VISIT:

ADL.ORG/REPORTINCIDENT-KULANU

IF YOU FEAR FOR YOUR SAFETY OR THE SAFETY OF OTHERS,
CALL 9-1-1 IMMEDIATELY.

What should I report?
You should report any incident you perceive as antisemitic, biased or hateful.

Here are some examples:

Antisemitic or other hateful graffiti in public places, including synagogues and schools.
Vandalism of religious artifacts such as mezuzahs or menorahs and holy places,

»  Online harassment, including hateful social media posts and emails. Remember to take a
screenshot!
Verbal harassment, including emails and voicemails.
Media-based incidents, including antisemitic or hateful content in a news story.
White supremacist propaganda.

Make an impact in the fight against
antisemitism and hate.

Scan this QR code to
report an incident: ADLﬁ
[=]3a[m]
.
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http://www.adl.org/reportincident-kulanu

