
                 The Shofar 
             July & August  2023 
                               Tamuz/Av/Elul 5783 

 

Message from Rabbi Mark Biller  

 

Shabbat Service Time  
at 9:45AM 

 

Our sanctuary is open for in person religious services. 

 If you have been fully vaccinated we urge you to aƩend. 
Masks are not required.  

Rabbi’s Office Hours  
Rabbi Biller’s Drop In Office Hours (no appointment necessary)      

Wednesday 11am-1:00pm 
Thursday 12pm-2:00pm 
Friday  10am-12:00pm 

Rabbi is available for appointments at other mutually convenient times. 
Out Of Office Monday & Tuesday 

Email mbiller@lrsynagogue.org  
Phone 501-225-1683 

A Beautiful And Intense Year 
 

The “Summer Shofar” always leads us straight 
to The High Holidays, just as we are easing into 
summer and long beautiful days. The Holy Days 
will come - and thank G-d they do - but before 
the rush into “the coming year”, I thought it 
would be beneficial, comforting, uplifting and 
strengthening for us to look at the riches we 
have celebrated and created, the ceremonies 
and activities we have brought to life over the 
past 12 months. Even listing them seems to be a 
worthwhile act so we can take in all we have 
created. 

 

Our High Holy Day Season last year started with a first-time-ever Rosh HaShanah 
Congregational Lunch. We wanted something special and easy - and deli became the way 
to greet the New Year (with a vegetarian option). Judaism is many-faceted: itÕs much 
more than services, though they offer a beautiful and sometimes solemn way to gather 
and connect us to our ancestors.  
 

Sometimes it's the gathering and eating, sometimes itÕs the celebrating, sometimes itÕs 
the being quiet with each other. Our goal has been to have a mix; and the greater the 
mix, the richer a community we become, the more our ‘Beit Tefillah” - house of worship
- becomes truly a ‘Beit KnessetÕ - a house of gathering and coming together. 
 

The traditional Tashlich gathering, “the casting off of our transgressions", dates back 
to the 14th Century, and is carried out around running water - a symbolic casting away 
of deeds. We combined it with a return to the synagogue for a learning session and 
snacks, centering our discussion on ritual practice, how it adds and how it sometimes 
gets in the way of our thought process and new intentions.                     
                                                                                                                                                  Continued on page 2 



Message from Rabbi Biller’s Continued from front page… 
 
 

So far so good - a meal, snacks, a 600 year old ritual and a communal meal combined with 
our holiest gathering time! 
 

We ended our Yom Kippur Service with a new ritual and an old tradition. Neilah, the in-
tense and warm end to Yom Kippur included all our congregants forming two lines down the 
side of the sanctuary, with an invitation to take turns - as families, couples or individuals - 
to step right up to the front of the Bimah for private moments in front of the open Ark.  
 

So many of us are never really close to a Torah, and rarely do we get a chance to stand on 
the bimah - an experience which should be a right for all of us, as equal members of the 
same holy Covenant.   
 

The shofar blasted for the conclusion of the day and we sat down to a Break-the-Fast 
meal together. 
 

Next in combining tradition with a ‘new traditionÕ, we took a Non-Yom Tov Day of Sukkot 
and met in the Sukkah for a communal evening meal with live music and singing, presented 
by our beloved and local talent (in alphabetical order) Scot Goldsholl and Mark Mackey. 
Mark helped us set up the sound system and so we enjoyed a pre-dinner word and music 
concert, followed by music with our Sukkot meal. The following Shabbat morning we held a 
Post-Services Lunch In The Sukkah as well, with main course and sides created by Etti 
Biton and Sue Weinstein. 
 

Chanukah followed with our traditional latke treats created by our Men's Club - who 
washed, grated, mixed and fried for the benefit of all. 
 

‘The armyÕ then moved into our Social Hall (!) - and for 6 Sundays, our troop of  
Hamentashen-Makers showed up …. Sunday after Sunday ….. to create our annual, heroic, 
5,000 Hamentashen (!)  - which found their way into our Mishloach Manot bags, kiddush-
es and onto beautifully displayed serving trays for the annual Synagogue Megillah Reading 
evening - which we combined this year with thematic pop songs from the 1950Õs and 
1960Õs, sung by the congregation.    
 
"Seder" you say? So many of us are lucky enough to have a friend or family-sponsored  
Seder to attend the first night of Pesach. This year we were also fortunate enough to 
create and attend a 55-person-strong First Congregational Second Night Agudath 
Achim Pesach Seder.  We sang, shared midrash, shared stories, themes - and feasted on 
Cordon-Bleu-trained-chef Simi Truzman GreeneÕs 4 course creations - a mix of Italian, 
Sephardic and Ashkenazi treats created in our own shul kitchen.  Chef Simi also happens 
to be the daughter of the much-loved former Rabbi of Agudath Achim, Rabbi Sholom 
Truzman.                                                                                                    Continued on next page... 



Message from Rabbi Biller’s Continued… 
 
 

It was a delicious and spiritual confluence for a spiritual and communal evening - a brand 
new tradition with which to remember our 3,000 year-ago liberation and subsequent  
commitment to a covenanted way of life. It is with the Pesach story that we remember 
and dedicate ourselves to improving the world, to helping others who are oppressed, and 
to liberating ourselves from our own modern Mitzrayims/narrow places. 
 

Spring brought us to Shavuot - the time of first harvest and the story of Ruth, and the 
traditional celebration of receiving Torah at Sinai. We crowned the holiday evening with a 
dairy/fish/vegetarian dinner together. We focused first on a learning experience which 
moved us to three locations around the Social Hall. During the movements, we reflected 
on revelation and spiritual connection - culminating in a move by all of us to the small 
chapel, to discuss our Jewish mission of carrying justice to all corners of the planet. 
 

Involvement of congregants all year has been key - including creating a short-term 
Task Force to focus on programming. Direct Task Force results were our Musical Yom 
HaÕatzmaut Program with BatSheva (thank you to the Institute of Southern Jewish Living  
and for JFAR assistance), our now-monthly evening helping at the Food Bank and a revived 
Cereal Drive (thank you Larry Miller for inspiring the projects), and new care and curating 
of our Agudath Achim Facebook page - (thank you Michael Roberts).     
 

The same Task Force is recommending a special Shabbat (with a visiting Chazzan or  
storyteller), a Game Night and a musical event for the community in the coming year. 
 

Online we have created a community of 20-minute-delvers-into-Torah with our weekly 
zoom Torah Tidbits Sessions (all are welcome, with no prior prep or Hebrew knowledge 
needed), and deep-divers-into-all-things-Jewish at our Sunday morning In-Person  
Sessions of Soul Construction (all welcome, only curiosity and willingness to think and/or  
discuss needed). 
 

WeÕve added once-monthly Friday evening Kabbalat Shabbat Services at shul, with a  
series of Friday Dinners and Onegs attached, including our most recent pre-Shabbat  
Friday evening Hot Dog & Hamburger BBQ (with vegetarian option), followed by Shabbat 
services, with close to 60 of us in place. 
 

In another show of involvement, participation and connection, many are being inspired 
(Hey! - become part of the movement … !!) to sponsor our Kiddushes and meals. Onegs and 
Kiddishes are $75, dinners are $300 for sponsorship.  
 

I see it as a show of gratitude for all we are becoming, and our congregants are aware, at 
each meal and kiddush, who has helped provide the communal celebration.   
                                                                                                                  Continued on next page... 



 

Presidents Message… Chuck Prousnitzer  

 

My kids tell me all the Ɵme “you told us this story already”. In addiƟon, I used Father’s day to tell DAD jokes all day long……….    
So stop me if you have heard this before.  “Things are cooking at the Shul”.  This is true both literally and figuraƟvely. We are back 
to having Friday night Shabbat dinners like the cookout we had on the 23rd.  If you weren’t there, you missed a great Ɵme! But 
don’t worry, we have another coming up in August.  As the regulars will tell you, Saturday morning is a Ɵme to learn the stories 
behind the week’s Torah porƟon, plus enjoy a great kiddush.  SomeƟmes I think Rabbi was there when it happened, with the way 
he can explain the stories.   

We have a commiƩee whose sole purpose is to look at programming. Whether it is having a cantor for the weekend, scholar in resi-
dence or some kind of big party.  We are working, but we need your input. 

One of the projects that we have undertaken is volunteering at the Arkansas Food Bank. So not only are we working to solve a 
problem here in Arkansas, we are having a great Ɵme doing it.  How oŌen do you hear someone say they are having fun while sav-
ing the world? 

In addiƟon, I cannot tell you how excited/lucky I am to be surrounded by a great board. 

On a personal note.  As you know, my son Benjamin competes in Special Olympics as a swimmer. It was with great pride to see that 
Israel sent 32 athletes to the world games in of all places, Germany. 

Message from Rabbi Biller’s Continued… 
 
 

Special weekends this year included an Author's Book Reading of “The Plagues of  
Pharaoh”, and a special kiddush afternoon dedicated to learning about modern IsraelÕs 
parliamentary structure and the origin of this year's Israel Democracy Demonstrations 
Movement in which 100Õs of 1,000Õs of Israelis marched in the streets weekend after 
weekend after weekend. 
 

As well as celebrating each other with activities and meals and sponsorships, we are  
becoming a more active presence in the City of Little Rock. This presence includes:  

-Hosting Little RockÕs Annual Peace Camp campers; -showing up and presenting at the  
Annual Peace Dinner; -Interfaith Peace March Against Violence; -the MayorÕs New YearÕs 
Blessing of Council Members; -presenting donations at Our House; and being on the guest 
panel as part of UALRÕs Panel on Anti-Semitism.  
 

Great thanks go out to our president Chuck Prousnitzer, all of our Board Members who 
have attended to our needs steadfastly and cheerfully, our MenÕs Club and Sisterhood 
presidents and members, all our committee and task-force members, and all the continual 
grass roots participation and enthusiasm, and love of community by everyone reading this 
and by everyone who has spread the enthusiasm and the love. 
 

Chazak VÕEmatz - it's a biblical phrase which means 'may we all move together from  
support to support, from strength to strength'. 
 

From our mouths to G-d's ears. 

 
Rabbi Mark Biller 



4-Jul Chuck & Jennifer  Kaufman 

4-Jul Robert & Amy   Miller  

8-Jul Brian & Arleen   Marshall  

22-Jul Susan & Michael   Schmitz 

23-Jul Gary & Carole  Weisbly 

11-Aug Victor & Esther  Biton 

11-Aug Marianne Tettlebaum& Dorian    Stuber  

14-Aug David & Kathy  Bauman 

17-Aug Michael & Sheri   Simon  

18-Aug                           Bart & Adva   Taylor 

26-Aug                      Mark & Sheila   Griffin  

29-Aug Ithay & Mary   Biton  

2-Jul Valerie  Steinberg 

5-Jul Cara   Kerner 

5-Jul Susan  Weinstein 
9-Jul Michael  Margolis 
9-Jul Karen  Schulman 
9-Jul Gene   Levy  

12-Jul Rivka  Kuperman 
12-Jul Cecilia  Ryan-Vazquez 

12-Jul Marcia   SaÞrstein  
14-Jul Debi   Steppach 
16-Jul Michael   Roberts  
21-Jul Bobbye   Levy  
25-Jul Michael   Zeno 
26-Jul Lori   Fisher  
27-Jul Karen  Sherman 
29-Jul Kenneth  Besser 

29-Jul Amanda   Miller  
30-Jul Elsa   Helton  
4-Aug Alan  Sherman 
5-Aug Carol  Mendel 
7-Aug William  Lulky 
8-Aug Cecile  Schweig 

13-Aug Breanna   Claire   

13-Aug Susan  Cohen 
14-Aug Jerry  Sherman 
20-Aug Quinton  Cohen 
22-Aug Janet  Aronson 
28-Aug Parker  Lowitz 
28-Aug Paula  Schweig 
30-Aug Alan   Marshall  

New Members  

Esther Gordon  
Paul & Aniko Diamant  

We mourn the passing of  

 

Dr. Sam Nickol   
husband of Bonnie Nickol  

 

Phil Kaplan  
husband of Ruthe Kaplan  

 
 המקום ינחם אתכ ם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים 

May the Omnipresent comfort you among all the 
mourners of Zion & Jerusalem  



 

Volunteering at the Foodbank 
 As part of a Tikkun Olam iniƟaƟve, the Synagogue  

members will be volunteering at the Foodbank's Family 
and Friends Night the third Tuesday of every month the 

next night is from 6-8 PM  July 18th. 
If interested, you will need to complete Adult Consent & 

Release Form and bring it with you to the Foodbank. 
 

Please let Laura know if you plan to join us so that we can have an 
account of who will aƩend. 

 

Please forward any quesƟons to the Synagogue Office 501-225-1683. 
 

Volunteering at the Food Bank will conƟnue through Dec 19th   

 

Please Consider a Sponsorship! 
 

Please consider sponsoring a Saturday  
Shabbat Kiddush, Friday night Shabbat Oneg  
Shabbat Pre-Neg, or a Friday Shabbat Dinner. 

 

Saturday Kiddush Sponsor Basic Kiddush $75.00 

Enhanced Kiddush $125.00 minimum 

Friday Shabbat Oneg or Pre-Neg $75.00 

Friday Shabbat Dinner $300.00 

(to help underwrite the dinner costs) 
 
 

UPCOMING SISTERHOOD EVENTS 
Sunday August 20 ~  

Sisterhood General Meeting 
Time and Program T BA 

 

A BIG THANK YOU  
TO ALL THOSE THAT HAVE 

AREADY GIVEN TO THE  
SUMMER CEREAL DRIVE  

(LAST DAY  TO BRING YOUR BOXES OF  
CEREAL IS JULY 7th) 

 

&  
 

TO ALL THOSE THAT HAVE BEEN 
ABLE TO VOLUNTEER AT THE  

FOOD BANK!! 

 

Rosh Hashanah  
 

September 16th    
  





1 12 Mildred Filion 

2 13 Esther Ehrenwerth Aronson Levine 

2 13 David Allan Lockwood  

6 17 David Knopping 

7 18 Charles Cohen  

7 18 Allan Mendel  

8 19 Jennie Gordon 

8 19 Morton Aronson 

9 20 Emanuel Manny Greenstein 

10 21 Estelle Weinstein 

10 21 Rebecca Schlosberg 

14 25 Eva Gordon 

16 27 Arnold Jack Rudolph 

17 28 Harold Frost 

18 29 Sonya Dumont  

18 29 Isadore Roosth 

JULY TAMMUZ  AUG AV 
 

1 14 
Mary Zubkoff 

6 19 
Lily Schlosberg 

7 20 
Sheldon Luber 

8 21 
Anita Simon  

9 22 
Yaron Ben Fiby Biton 

10 23 
Badra Mansour  

14 27 
Elsie Strauss 

15 28 
Meredith Rose Weinstein Baskin 

16 29 
Harold Zubkoff 

17 30 
Isaac Schwartz 

AUG ELUL 
 

19 2 
Sophie Knopping 

21 4 
Harry Phillips  

22 5 
Yetta Koenig 

22 5 
Geline Lulky  

25 8 
Renee Darlene Goodman 

25 8 
Ralph Lowitz  

27 10 
Dr Melvin Schwartz 

29 12 
Rose Hamburger 

30 13 
Hans Hamburger 

30 13 
Stanley Kaufman 

30 13 
Jacob Margolis 

31 14 
Jeffrey Baskin  

JULY AV  
 

19 1 
Carolyn Waltzer  

20 2 
Edgar Schweig 

21 3 
Myer Kaplan 

21 3 
Rose Itzkowitz 

22 4 
William Cohn 

25 7 
Charlotte Nussbaum  

26 8 
Daniel Leigh Steppach 

26 8 
Dina Epstein 

27 9 
Barbara Rosenberg  

30 12 
Mary Silberg 

 

May G_d comfort you among the  
 

mourners of Zion & Jerusalem.  



Thank You To our Donors 
General Fund Cemetery Fund 

Kiddush Fund   

Dinner Sponsors  

Cecile, Paula, Lynn & Jan Schweig  
 In memory of Dr. Sam Nickol  
Lia Lent & Joe Fox  
 In memory of Dr. Sam Nickol  
Janet Aronson  
 In memory of Dr. Sam Nickol  
Larry & Anne Miller  
 In memory of Phil Kaplan  
                          David Knopping  
Carol Mendel  
 In memory Phil Kaplan  
      Allan Mendel  
Chuck & Karen Schulman  
 In memory of Phil Kaplan  
Marianne TeƩlebaum  
 In honor of  Ayla Ai Ling Quek Baskin  
Doris Krain  
 In honor of Terri Cohen  

David & Susan Lowitz  
 

Mike & Arleen Margolis  

Karen Mackey  
 In memory of Sarah & Jack Barg  
David & Polly Greenbaum  
 In memory of Nella Greenbaum  
Ricki Callen  
 In memory of BeƩy Nussbaum  
Ken Besser  
 In memory of Joe Besser  
Charles & Martha Alman  
 In memory of Dr. Sam Nickol  

Ken Besser  
Lisa Bates-Dubrow  
Joe & Valerie Steinberg  
 

Gene & Bobbye Levy  
 In memory of Carolyn Waltzer 

Ellyn Polsky  
 In honor of Valerie Steinberg  
Susan Weinstein  
 In honor of Valerie Steinberg  
Arlene Margolis & Bobbye Levy  
 In honor of Michael Margolis & Rabbi Gene Levy  

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund  

Endowment Fund  

Bonnie Nickol  
 In honor of Rabbi Mark Biller  

Rabbi Gene & Bobbye Levy  
 In honor of Valerie Steinberg  

Thank You! 


