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Shalom y’all,

It is difficult to believe that we are approaching one year of the life-altering effects of the Coronavirus
Pandemic. Because the world has been on hold for so long, in many ways it seems like just yesterday
that we celebrated Purim in the social hall with singing, dancing, food, and friends. Thankfully, it now
feels as though we are beginning our approach to the light at the end of the tunnel. I know many of you
have already been able to get vaccinated and I hope that all of you will do so when your time comes.

However, as another Passover of Zoom seders approaches, I was struck by a midrash from the collec-
tion Dirshuni that I read just the other day. Dirshuni is a collection of modern midrash (commentary
and legend that expound on the words of the Torah) written in Hebrew by Israeli women and it is writ-
ten in the style of the rabbinic midrash—which is usually 1200-1900 years old and written by men.
By writing in this style, the authors of Dirshuni link themselves to the grand tradition of midrash. The
name of the collection, “Dirshuni,” comes from the Book of Amos and literally means “interpret me,”
an instruction from God to the entire people of Israel.

Tamar Duvduvani, the author of the particular midrash that stood out to me, sets out to offer a new
interpretation of Shirat Ha’Yam—the Song of the Sea—that was sung by the Israelites after they
crossed the Red Sea into the Sinai Desert following their redemption from Egypt. Duvduvani notes the
difference between the “main” song sung by Moses and a shorter song delivered directly afterwards by
Miriam.

“Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to God. They said: I will sing to the Lord, for God has
triumphed gloriously. Horse and driver God has hurled them into the sea.” (Exodus 15:1-2)

“And Miriam chanted for them: Let us sing to the Lord, for God has triumphed gloriously; Horse and
driver God has hurled them into the sea.” (Exodus 15:21)”

Those of you who have taken classes with me know that my first question about a text is always “what
questions do we have about this text?” The question that comes up for Duvduvani is “why does Moses
song begin ‘I will sing to the Lord” while Miriam begins ‘Let us sing to the Lord.”?
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Duvduvani notices the difference between a singular and a plural voice and uses it to craft an interpre-
tation that can be very meaningful for us today:

“What was Moses’ song?” Duvduvani asks in her midrash. She answers, “Moses called out ‘I will sing
to the Lord,” which is the song of the lone individual, which does not join with the whole choir of
voices and melodies. Moses wanted to bring the voice out of each individual’s heart and thus redeem
his song.”

Moses’ intentions were good. He wanted to bring out each individual’s unique voice and hear what
they had to say in praise of God. He was focusing on the needs of each and every person, but was not
aware of how those needs and those voices can come together to form a community.

By contrast, Miriam was not only concerned with each individual’s song, but cared how they fit
together. Duvduvani writes “she called out, ‘Let us sing to the Lord,” as she gathered and joined
together all the voices of everyone, connecting the personal ‘I will sing,” to the shared, multifaceted
song.”

During this year we have all had moments where we sang songs of quarantining, of isolation, of pain,
and of loss. Many of us have also had moments in which we have been able to sing songs of joy and
love. Because we have been so isolated and removed from one another it can be difficult to remember
that all of our voices have the power to combine together in a shared multifaceted song. It is—and will
be—so critical to remember the power of our combined song so that as we emerge from this pandemic
we can reunite and sing together once more as a community.

I wish everyone a chag Pesach kasher v’sameach—a happy and Kosher Passover—and I wish for all of
us that we are able to sing together as a community our songs of joy and love bimheira b’yameinu,
speedily and in our day.

Student Rabbi Ben Freed




Presidents Message... Toni Roosth Board of Directors

Dear friends,

The recent blanket of snow was a nice diversion
from the drab winter landscape. | hope
everyone made it through the snowy days with-
out incident.

Since last August, we have been holding our Shab-
bat services virtually with only a few of us inside
the Synagogue. As we get vaccinated, | would en-
courage you to come in person for our ser-

vices. We still need to wear masks and keep our
distance, but it would be so nice to be able to
have a minyan again. We are very safe inside;
there is plenty of room, so especially if you're 10-
14 days past your second vaccine, join us in per-
son!

Many thanks to the following people who made
our Purim celebration so enjoyable:

« Lirit Franks, Karen Mackey and Rabbi Ben for
the most enjoyable Royal Purim
Extravaganza

e The entertainers who dazzled us with their tal-
ents and wit.

« Conservative Synagogue Adath Israel of
Riverdale (CSAIR) for the Megillah reading

« The Sisterhood for their diligence in making
lots of hamantaschen adhering to strict Covid
safety guidelines.

« The Men’s Club for coordinating and delivering
Mishloach Manot.

« All of you who so generously supported this
fundraiser, making it a success despite limita-
tions of the pandemic!

| look forward to being with you at Shabbat ser-
vices soon.

Toni

President

1st Vice President
2nd Vice President
Treasurer

Financial Secretary
Recording Secretary
1st Past President
2nd Past President
Sisterhood

Men’s Club

General Board
Members

Toni Roosth

Chuck Prousnitzer
Michael Kuperman
Polly Greenbaum
Chuck Prousnitzer
Lirit Franks

Susan Weinstein
David Greenbaum
Karen Mackey

Marc Sherman

Valerie Steinberg
Scot Goldsholl

Mike Margolis

David Lowitz

Dan Girone

Marianne Tettlebaum

Terri Cohen

LIVE®

STREAMING

The link is https://
Irsynagogue.org/services/

All are invited to join via live stream.
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10-Mar Marc & Terri Cohen Sherman
MARCH APRIL
16-Mar Mark & Karen Mackey 8 Mary Mumford
1 Gus Blass 9 Kathy Bauman
21-Mar Ralph & Susanne Roberts Simon ; o
2 Brett Lowitz
12 Seth Berney
17-Mar James & Simi Greene 2 Jacqueline Miles .
13 Gene Prousnitzer
5 Susan Lowitz 13 Steven Lane
6 Neil Deininger 20 Samantha Steinberg
8 Leonard Hasson

24 Charles Friedman
30 Dorian Stuber
30 Marshall Cohen

14 David Greenbaum
16 Kelli Schlesinger
18 Drew Schmitz

19 Andrea Schmitz

- 21 Alan Nussbaum
Jo.n s!udent 23 Dr. Irving Kuperman
Rabbl Ben 23 Janet Zent

for class about 24 RickiCallen

Passovel' Rituals 25 Sarah Greenbaum

26 Everett Pilcher

MarCh 25, 6:30 PM 26 Matthew Sherman

27 Ellen Lowitz

27 Joe Steinberg
28 Abe Martinez
28 Earl Sorrells

Passover Religious

Services
Sunday March 28 10 AM

et el somices (ADDY
Sunday April 4 10 AM fg 5 P‘/f R
Yizkor approx. 11 AM SRS \




SELL CHOMETZ
ONLINE

Sale of Chametz 5781

The Rabbinical Assembly has set-up an online form for those in
North America to appoint Rabbi Mordy Schwartz as the agent for
sale of chametz.

Since ownership of chametz (bread and other leavened products) is
not allowed during Pesach, ideally all chametz in one's possession
would be given away or destroyed before the holiday begins. Since
this often represents a financial hardship, the practice arose for peo-
ple to store away their hametz before Pesach and arrange to sell it
for the duration of the holiday. By filling out the form online, you are
appointing Rabbi Schwartz to arrange the sale on your behalf.

By filling out the online form, I/we hereby authorize Rabbi Mordy
Schwartz to act as my/our agent in the sale of all hametz that may be
in my/our possession wherever it may be - whether at home, at a
place of business, or elsewhere - in accordance with the require-
ments of Jewish law. All hametz in my/our possession that will not
be consumed by the latest time for eating hametz on Saturday,
March 27, 2021 will be stored and sealed by the latest time for burn-
ing hametz on Friday, March 26, 2021 and will remain stored away
for the duration of Pesach.

ONLINE FORM:
https://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/webform/sale-hametz

https://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/sites/default/files/public/
jewish-law/holidays/pesah/pesah_guide 5778.pdf


https://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/sale-hametz-0

JOIN STUDENT RABBI BEN FREED

SATURDAY EVENING

April 10 and 24 7:30 PM Havdalah
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Robert Itzkowitz
Lillian Weisbly

Morris Gordon

Clara Lulky

Sidney Koenig

Audrey Miller Poritzky
Doris Einstein Livingston
Henrietta Nickol

Arven Arnold

Morris Gross

Andre Simon

Paul D. Friedman

Sara Reich

Rose Cohen

Barbara Grundfest Bauman
Edward Strauss

Max Gans

Judge Walter Frederick Marcus, Jr.

Dorothy Geller

Abraham Sanders

Philip Charles Prousnitzer
Frida Dicker

Max Zeno

Minnie Ruth Eisenkramer Hirsch

Yizkor - Remembien!
There are many ways to honor the living or the
memory of the departed :
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Donate to Tzedaka

Study or sponsor Jewish Learning
Do an act of kindness

Pray or lead prayers

Mg thein souls be Bownd in the souls of the lving
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Leah Loket

Helen Forest

Anne Elinor Ehrenberg Steppach
Benjamin Edward Rosenberg
Edith Kluglose

Rose Kramer

Sarah Barg

Fannie Schweig
Joshua Greenbaum
Charles Alman

Albert Snyderman
Pauline Heffler Roosth
Max Goodman

Jordan Kiel

Maurice Besser

Rabbi Seymour Weller
Jack Barg

Emilie Zeno

Max Adolph Hirsch
Herman Rovinsky
Selma Resnick
Abraham Tenenbaum

Betty Nussbaum

It is a Tree of Life
to Those Who

Up Hold It.
Proverbs 3:16-18

Leaves may be mnscribed to highlight or
commemorate such joyous events as birth,
weddings, anmiversaries, graduations or to honor
or remember family and friends.

For more information call Marc Sherman af 831-4462.




THANK YOU
Doris Krain

Christina Bohannon EOR YOUR DONATIONS!

In Memory of Louis Rhein

John & Ellie Moore

FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE IN MAKING DONATIONS

In Memory of Selma Koenig

Chuck & Karen Schulman

In Memory of Anita Patricia Scherer ENCLOSED IS MY GIFT OF §
Reikes
Elaine Wolff Please send acknowledgement to:

In Memory of Sol & Rose Waldman

Cemetery Fund

Charles & Martha Alman From:

In Memory of Blanche Alman

In Memory of Gussie Alman

Ricki Callen Flease apply the donation to: E’ General
In Memory of Eric Nussbaum

Mark Gross [] Cemetery [ Endowment [ ] Kiddush
In Memory of Eleanor Gross

Mark & Karen Mackey D Beaurification D Education D Kol Midre

In Memory of Harvey Luber

Marily Sorrells

In Memory of Rose Besser ?
 Endowment Fund i
Endowment Fund 'k

Rose Schwartz We have additional expenses for
providing Live-streaming. If you
In Memory of Benjamin Schwartz would like to sponsor a Shabbat or
High Holiday service, the cost is

#1 $72.00. You will be recognized for

our generosity.
\' ; y g Yy
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Congregation Agudath Achim
7901 West Capitol Avenue
Little Rock, AR 72205
(501) 225-1683

Email: office@LRsynagogue.org

Streaming Shabbat Services

Saturdays at 10 AM
via live streaming.
The link is: https://venue.streamspot.com/d4c81932

Please join in for Shabbat Services.



