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Tevey |Shalom y’all,
shevat/ | Dyyring January and the first half of February we will cover one of the most exciting stories ever
':::1' told during our weekly Torah readings. The story of Moses, the prince of Egypt who grew up to
_ lead the Israelites out of slavery is so captivating that it has been recreated and re-told over and
#2 " |over again. It has been made into iconic movies by Cecil B. DeMille, Dreamworks, and—of
Mgﬁ“ﬁ?ﬂ course—The Rugrats. As Jews we focus on this story twice each year, once when we read it from

the Torah in the winter and again in the spring around the seder table when we celebrate Passover.

But there’s one thing about this story that makes it great for movies and TV specials but
harder to use as a model for a healthy Jewish community. The problem with the story is that it is
basically all about one person. Sure, there are plenty of great supporting characters—Pharoah,
Aaron, and Miriam immediately come to mind—but there’s only one lead actor: Moses.

To be clear, I don’t entirely blame Moses for this. When God appeared to him at the burning
bush he took on the role reluctantly and tried to put someone else in the spotlight. However, once
he took over, it’s clear that Moses had a difficult time trusting others and delegating responsibility.
Not only does the narrative center around Moses, but he also has a tendency to centralize power
and responsibility.

You would think that having just one person—or just a few people—take responsibility for
an entire community would work if the person was picked out by God to lead them, but even in
Moses’ case it doesn’t work out. When Moses’ father-in-law Yitro visits his camp, he sees Moses
sitting in judgement from morning until nightfall, acting as arbitrator for the people over matters
large and small. In a first step towards democratization, Moses takes Yitro’s suggestion to delegate
judicial power and spread responsibility out among the people. But it’s in religious matters that the
true democratization will occur.

First, when it came time to hear God’s voice at Mount Sinai, it wasn’t just Moses who went
to the mountain. All the people were gathered the Torah tells us, the men, the women, and the
children bear witness to God’s revelation. And then, when it came time to build the Mishkan, the
tabernacle, each and every Israelite was required to donate. Moses was not a particularly skilled
craftsman, but all of the Israelites worked together to saw, hammer, sew, smelt, and do the other
work required to build their place of worship. God says “Build me a sanctuary that [ may dwell in
your midst,” and it is only because everyone contributed to the sanctuary that God was able to
come and be among them.

What can Agudath Achim learn from the lessons God gave to Moses and the Israelites in
the desert? Agudath Achim has been blessed with incredible gabbais, Torah readers, and davveners
who have helped lead the community over the years and continue to do so. I think that what we can
learn from the story of Moses and the Israelites is that by increasing the number of people who feel
comfortable leading us on the bimah we are able to add exponentially to our community’s spiritual
life. I am so proud of this community for taking the bold step of opening up the bimah to all
members. Judith Plaskow wrote in her book Standing Again At Sinai, “[ When] excluded from
prayer... women are excluded from the heart and soul of traditional Judaism.” No matter what a
person’s gender, being able to fully participate and lead prayer can be an incredibly fulfilling part
of their Jewish life. I strongly believe that Agudath Achim will be a more exciting and spiritual
community with more participation on the bimah from all of its members.

With that in mind, I am excited to announce that the classes I will be teaching (via Zoom)
over the next few months will focus on getting everyone more ready to be back on the bimah when
we’re able to all be back in the building. In our classes we will learn about prayers and how to lead
them, including aliyot, the Torah service, and other prayers that folks are interested in learning and
learning about. I hope that many of you will join me for these classes which will meet on Sunday
mornings at 11 a.m. on Jan. 10 and 24 and Feb. 7.
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Presidents Message... Toni Roosth

Dear friends,

Be well.

Toni

May peace, faith and hope be with us all in the coming year.

I was called to the bema last Saturday to read the English portions of the service.
What a mitzvaht! I was very touched and proud to have this opportunity.

Watching Dan and Victor effortlessly lead services every Saturday, makes me want to
learn all I can to be a better Jew.

Happy Purim/
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JANUARY
BIRTHDAYS
1-Jan Mary Louise Cohn
2-Jan William Cohn
3-Jan Elisa Towbin-Jones
4-Jan Phil Kaplan
6-Jan Shandra Dicker
9-JanMark Mackey
14-Jan Ira Stone
16-Jan Polly Greenbaum
19-Jan Judy Greenbaum
20-Jan Benjamin Krain
21-Jan Catherine Dicker-Schwob
23-Jan Daniel Baskin
23-Jan John Mumford
24-Jan Doris Krain
25-Jan Sade Storthz
26-Jan Yevette Hoos
26-Jan Joel William Simon
28-Jan Nancy Pearlstein

31-Jan Abram Greenbaum

LAST DAY TO ORDER

MISHLOACH MANOT
FEBRUARY 12TH

Call the office at 225-1683 for more information

FEBRUARY
BIRTHDAYS
1-Feb Sandi Gordon

1-Feb Simi Greene
2-Feb Ruth Frenkel
2-Feb Tziporah Miles
4-Feb Bonnie Nickol
5-Feb Charles Alman
5-Feb Bruce Greenberg
5-Feb Sam Nickol
6-Feb Julie Kaplan
6-Feb Jennifer Kaufman
7-Feb Nicholas Towbin-Jones
9-Feb Martha Alman
9-Feb Alicia Prager
14-Feb Annie Bauman
16-Feb Perry Cohen
17-Feb Charlie Cohen
18-Feb Kay Geller
18-Feb Eva Zeno
20-Feb Jacob Brown
20-Feb Andrea Cohen
20-Feb Rabbi Katie Bauman
21-Feb Ellyn Polsky
21-Feb Lynn Goodman
22-Feb Nicolette Niksefat
23-Feb Jill Bauman
24-Feb Dan Girone
27-Feb Thalia Stuber
28-Feb Marc Sherman




PRAYER BOOK DONATIONS & DEDICATIONS 2020

Susan and Mike Schmitz
In memory of Irma Frankel
In memory of Abraham Frankel

Gary & Carole Weisbly

In memory of Sidney & Selma Koenig

In memory of Albert & Lillian Weisbly

In memory of Sidney & Selma Koenig

In memory of Albert & Lillian Weisbly

In honor of Chuck Schulman’s 75" Birthday

Susan Weinstein

Perry & Jana Cohen
In honor of Jerry & Trudy Jacobson
In memory of Sonny & Leaine Cohen

Rose Schwartz
In memory of Ben Schwartz, Cheryl Lynn Schwartz
& Ronald Zubkoff

David & Polly Greenbaum

Dr. Cecilia Ryan Vazquez and Lucio Vazquez
In honor of Dan Girone

In honor of Sue Weinstein

In honor of Victor Biton

Marilyn Sorrells
In memory of Mollie & Don Gordon
In memory of Rose & Isadore Besser

Vikki (Besser) Girone & Ken Besser

In memory of Maurice & Helma Besser
In memory of Joe & Hattie Besser

In memory of Edward & Elsie Strauss

Ben Greenbaum
In memory of Abram & Nella and Joshua Greenbaum

Mike and Kay Geller
In memory of Phillip Geller and Dorothy Kosten Geller
In memory of Phillip Geller and Dorothy Kosten Geller

Toni Roosth & Fred Gray

In honor of Dan Girone

In honor of Michael Kuperman

In honor of Victor Biton

In memory of Sherry Roosth

In memory of Pauline & Isadore Roosth
In memory of Nina Krupitsky

Diane Roosth

In honor of Valerie Steinberg
In honor of Susan Weinstein
In honor of Toni Roosth

Join Student Rabbi Ben

for

Tu B’Shuvat Seder
January 28th at 6:00PM

Join Student Rabbi Ben
for Havdalah at 6:00PM
Jan 9th & Jan 23rd
and

Feb 6th

Anniversaries
17-Jan Avi & Elsa Helton
16-Jan Sam Storthz & Suzanne Klimberg

24-Jan Lucio & Cecilia Ryan Vazquez

1 29-Jan Joshua Epstein & Anna Marks
| 24-Feb Richard & Debi Steppach
1 25-Feb Clive & Janet Zent

Streaming Shabbat Services
Saturdays at 10 AM

(via live streaming) The link is:

https://venue.streamspot.com/d4c81932




MISHLOACH MANOT 2021
Dear Friends,

Sisterhood will once again be offering Mishloach Manot to be delivered to family and friends
as part of our Purim observance. Traditionally, trays or baskets of edible foods are delivered
to friends in the spirit of the Purim holiday.

This year, due to Covid, and having to reassess how we manage baking and packing while
remaining socially distant (and safe!), we are doing things a bit differently. We will still be
delivering locally, but will be unable to ship out of town orders.

The cost this year is $10.00 for each person locally you would like to receive your gift. A card
will be enclosed with each basket bearing the names of all those who donated in that person's
name.

AS ALWAYS, THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING OUR SISTERHOOD!!

And please stay safe everyone!

PLEASE RETURN THIS PORTION TO THE SYNAGOGUE BY FEBRUARY 12, 2021
OR CALL OR EMAIL TO:

Valerie Steinberg 501-240-5579 valeriesteinberg7 2@gmail.com
Synagogue office 501-225-1683 office@L Rsynagogue.org

YOUR NAME:

RECIPIENTS:

(USE ADDITIONAL SHEET IF NECESSARY)

Order (@ 10.00 each Total enclosed:

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO AGUDATH ACHIM SISTERHOOD
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WEEKLY PARASHA

Sundays
Jan. 10, Jan 24,
and Feb, 7 2021

2:00 pm

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86389807359
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JAN
14
14
16
18
19
20
22
22
23
25
26

Af

TEVET
17 Sidney Davis
17 Sherry Roosth
18 Ben Schwartz
19 Morris Kluglose
20 David Dicker
20 Miriam Goodman
22 Arnold Mayersohn
23 Sol Alman
23 Nathan Steinberg
24 Larry Dumont
25 Sam Storthz
SHEVAT
1 Yitzchak Binshtock
1 Roy Dumont
3 Birdie Tenenbaum
5 Albert Weisbly
6 Celia Bress Radin
7 Blanche Schlosberg Alman
9 Robbie Goldin
9 Benjamin Geller
10 Ben Kluglose
12 Mordechai Brieir
13 Jenny Haltzman

It is a Tree of Life
to Those Who

Up Hold It.
Proverbs 3:16-18

Leaves may be inscribed to highlight or
commemorate such joyous events as birth,
weddings, anniversaries, graduations or to honor
or remember family and friends.

For more information call Marc Sherman at 83 1-4462.

1 Yahrzeit = 293N

FEB SHEVAT

2 20 Eric Nussbaum
4 22 Anna Warhaftig Gans
4 22 Jean Margolis
4 22 Rose Brown
5 23 Rose Besser
5 23 Millie Hefler
6 24 Rose Kossover Kosten
6 24 Adele Sanders
7 25 Sarah Lulky
9 27 Edmund Frenkel
9 27 Rebitzin Esther G. Parczewski
10 28 Selma Koenig
11 29 Sarah Sklar
11 29 Hyman Koenig
12 30 Myer Lulky
FEB ADAR
13 1 Carrie L. Dosch
13 1 Falek Lulky
14 2 Joseph A. Gordon
15 3 Chester Miller
15 3 Rebecca Sanders
15 3 Joseph Kosten
15 3 Abraham Zeno
16 4 Gussie Alman
18 6 Louis Rhein
27 15 Jennie Loket

Yizkor - Remembier!
There are many ways to honor the living or the
memory of the departed :

Donate to Tzedoka

Study or sponsor Jewish Learning
Do an act of kindness

Pray or lead prayers

May theiv souls Be Bound in the souls of the living




General Fund

Doris Krain %g A LEAF WAS ADJLD T@
llen Lowitz

S THE TREE OF LIFE

IN HONOR OF SUSAN WEINSTEIN

Sue Weinstein
Garth Bowman

Sam & Bonnie Nickol
In memory of Maurice Besser by

Deininger & Goldman Family Dr. Victor & Esther Biton

In memory of Bobbi Goldman

Michael & Alina Kuperman
In memory of Karen Kuperman

Steve Lane Endowment Fund

In memory of Elsie Scher Lane
Sam & Bonnie Nickol

Louis Lane
Chuck & Karen Schulman Rose Schwartz
In memory of Mollie Gordon In memory of Louie M. Zubkoff

Sheila Cranman
In memory of Maurice Besser

Harry & Maria Ehrenberg
In memory of Harry Ehrenberg, Sr. THANK YOU
Carl & Michelle Schoenberger
In memory of Sidney Davis
FOR YOUR DONATIONS!
In honor of Hannah Kuperman
Rabbi Ben Freed

Ellen Lowitz
In honor of Sue Weinstein
Mira (Frost) & Joe Rosen

In honor of Sue Weinstein FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE IN MAKING DONATIONS

Agudath Achim

Cemetery Fu“d EMCLOSED 15 MY GIFT OF §

Ken Besser

In memory of Maurice Besser Flease send ﬂd:r‘l@#l&dg’&nlEﬂT e

Victor & Esther Biton
In memory of Raphael Biton

Ellen Lowitz

In memory of Dr. Wilfred Finkelstein

Pauline Finkelstein

Dr. Glenn Lowitz From:

Marilyn Sorrells

In memory of Mollie Gordon
Charles & Martha Alman
In memory of Sol Alman

Annabelle Imber Tuck |:| Cemetery El Endowment D Kiddush

In memory of Ariel Barak Imber

Please opply the donation to: [:’ General

D Beautification D Education D Kol Nidre

Ben Greenbaum




Congregation Agudath Achim
7901 West Capitol Avenue
Little Rock, AR 72205
(501) 225-1683

Email: office@LRsynagogue.org

Streaming Shabbat Services

Saturdays at 10 AM
via live streaming.
The link is: https://venue.streamspot.com/d4c81932

Please join in for Shabbat Services.



